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Curious: Early Facets in Cornell’s Blacklight Catalog



FAST and Curious



September 9th, 
2013- Cornell 
contacts OCLC 

about 2001 
publication

September 
2013- OCLC 
Announces 
project to 
enhance 

WorldCat db 
with FAST 
headings

December 
11-12, 2013- 

ALCTS eforum, 
OCLC offers to 
partner with a 

library to 
convert their 
LCSH. Cornell 

requests 
service.

Spring 2014- 
OCLC and 

Cornell test 
Batch 

Conversions of 
Cornell 
Records

Spring 2014- 
OCLC and 

Cornell  
discuss 

feedback on 
problematic 

mappings

Spring 2014- 
OCLC and 

Cornell 
strategize 

methods for 
extending 

FAST

Winter Break 
2014-2015- 
Merge FAST 

headings into 
Cornell 1.1 

million MARC 
records 

Partnering with OCLC



Since the Winter of 2014-15

● Maintenance
○ Rely heavily on LCSH to FAST conversions in OCLC copy

○ Rely on OCLC change reports for heading maintenance locally

● Use FAST for Encoding Level 7
○ Some subject analysis is better than none



FAST Procedure #127



One goal for the CUL Authorities Team



FAST Changes File Example



“FAST can make you feel lazy and untalented.  FAST can set you free to say what 
you want to say.

-Sarah Ross
Principal Cataloger, 2014



FAST Conversion Example



FAST in Discovery



FAST in Discovery



FAST in Discovery



CUL Authorities Team (2022)

Mary Campany
Jenn Colt
Julia Corrice
Laura Daniels
Steven Folsom
Frances Webb

Scope: Recreate Authorities Workflows in FOLIO, beginning with LCNAF and LCSH, then moving on to 
FAST



Possible FAST goals for the CUL Authorities Team

● Hoping for/expecting better overlay features in FOLIO to get updated records 
from OCLC

● Better address MARC workflows where records aren’t coming from OCLC 
(e.g. vendor records)

○ Note the linking column in the change report
○ Also, FAST authority files link back to LCNAF and LCSH



Freeing up time for other valuable cataloging


